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3 DANGERSOF
“Do-It-Yourself” Drone Operation

If you have a need to use aerial photography or aerial videographyfor your business or other
commercial project, you may have considered simply buying a drone and doing-it-yourself (DIY).
While this is technically possible and in some cases,evenaffordable, there are at least 3 major
dangers you must consider before taking on such a seriousresponsibility:

DANGER#1 - Difficult Learning Curve
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Although it might seemeasyto fly and useadrone to
capture excellent videos and photos, the truth isthat there TGI Friday drone crashes into woman's
is a significant learning curve. Evenlicensed commercial faceandcutS|topen|n restaurant
airline pilots havetrouble flying drones (becauseit is a A [ S e

completely different experiencefrom flying an airplane).
And although drone manufacturers have made the process
easierand safer,they have also added tons of new features
and functions, making it more difficult and cumbersome
for new usersto maximize the potential of their drones.

TheInternet is loaded with examplesof new drone users
crashingtheir drones and destroying their investments—
since manufacturers’ warranties do not cover crashes.

Additionally, many new drone userscrashtheir drones
and destroy property and even causeharm or injury to
other people,bringing about the possibility of lawsuits
and other legal problems. A simple searchon YouTubefor
“drone crashes”should be enough to make even the most
ardent do-it-yourselfer leery of using their own drone for Casualdrone usershave unfortunately
commercial or professional projects. causedinjury to both people and property.

Danger# 2 - Major Liabilities

Asmentioned before, if you arenot trained or experiencedin the proper useof drones, it
is possible to bring about some major liabilities of your business. Crashingyour drone and
damaging somebody else’spersonal property canresult in alawsuit against your business.

Furthermore, it is likely that your existing insurance policy does not cover accidents causedby
drone use. Therefore,you could be personally liable for any damage causedby a drone crashor
malfunction.

And even“experienced”’drone operators who haveflown drones asahobby, often get into trouble
while flying drones professionally, becausethey arenot familiar with the hazardsof flying drones
in a professional environment that requires more skill and precision.
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A common example of this is when hobbyist drone operators
attempt to fly adrone too high or too far and losethe drone
becauseof radio interference, dying batteries, or poorly calculated
flight time due to the jet-stream. Thesetypes of problems are
eliminated when you hire a professionaldrone operator, like those
trained in the SkyEyeNetwork.

Christopher Tyson is a certified and trained member of the SkyEye
Network.

DANGER#3 - Non Compliance with Laws

Asthe private commercialdrone industry is just now emerging,
Federaland Statelaws are having a hard time keeping up with the
technology. Assuch,there isalot of confusion and alot of potential
headachesand legal problems you could endure.

The Federal Aviation Administration hasissued Section 107 of the
FAAcode to regulate the commercial use of drones and nearly all
“Do-It-Yourself’ drone operators arein violation of this code.

Furthermore, local and state laws regarding privacy and legal flying
zonesare often violated by inexperienced drone operators. You

do not want to be on the coverof your local newspaperor evening
television news report becauseof alegal non-compliance issuethat
you were simply not aware of.

Thelaws for drone operation are alwayschanging, being
challenged, and alsobeing updated. Only professional drone
operators who fly dronesfor aliving are closeenough to the
industry to be on top of allthe new laws and regulations that affect
them. It iswisestto simply usea professionaland certified drone
operator to ensurecompliancewith all applicable laws.
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11-MONTH-OLD GIRL
INJURED AFTER PRIVATE
DRONE CRASHES IN
PASADENA

hoto of a drone that crashed and injured a baby

Pasadena Police Department released this phot
in Pasadena on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015. (Pasadena Police Department )

PASADENA, Calif. (KABC) -- An 11-month-old girl was injured when a privately
owned drone crashed near the baby and her mother in Pasadena.

The mother was pushing her baby in a stroller along Marengo Avenue near Union
Street on Sept. 12 when the drone slammed into the ground near them shortly
before 6:30 pm.

The drone shattered, sending sharp pieces flying into the little girl's face and
head and toward her mother's legs.

The child was treated at Huntington Memorial Hospital for a large contusion on
her forehead and a 1/4-inch cut on the side of her head. Pasadena police said the
child's mother was not injured.

The drone's owner, a 24-year-old male, remained at the crash site and waited for
law enforcement to arrive. He told investigators that he was flying his drone
while attending an event in front of Pasadena City Hall before he lost control of
the aircraft.

Investigators are looking into whether he violated aviation regulations.

The Federal Aviation Administration released a statement saying the agency is
investigating the incident.

The FAA also said it is stepping up education and enforcement efforts to urge
safe operations of unmanned aircraft, and drone operators flying "carelessly or
recklessly" can face fines from $1,000 to $25,000 depending on the severity of
the incident.

There are currently no municipal restrictions regarding drones.

Youcanavoid being featuredin a

NewsReport like this one by simply
hiring a professional Drone Operator.

Justlike anybody can buy acameraor usetheir smartphone to take a picture—but only atrue
professional photographer who hasexperienceand training in both the nature of professional
photography, and the proper useof professionalphotography equipment, can actually produce
consistent professional photographic results—soit is with drones. Only atrue professional and
Certified Drone Operator can produce the consistent professionalresultsyou want for your
project, while avoiding liabilities, and protecting you from dangerouslawsuits and legal non-

compliance issues.

When you're ready for professional Aerial Videography or Aerial Photography, call Hallux Drone.
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